the Greek word for chutzpah? In the

basement of his Dollard-des-Ormeaux

home, working with $500,000 worth of

leased electronics equipment, pediatrician Paul
Roumeliotis hopes to build a multimedia empire.

Ambitious? You bet. “I'll be the Dr: Spock of the
new millennium,” he boasts, swiveling his chair
around to monitor more incoming E-mail off a
bank of monitors.

Roumeliotis, 42, calls himself “Dr. Paul” - the
name his patients give him, because they can’'t
pronounce the rest. It’s also the name he goes by
on the Web, where he maintains a site dispensing
child health advice.

The eldest son of Greek immigrants, he was
first in the family to get past high school. A burly,
dynamic man who plays drums, he made a name
for himself as a Montreal studio musician and
rock-music producer. Led Zeppelin is his
favourite band.
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music business, he went to medical school -and re-
invented himself

He qualified as an MD in 1983, and for his spe-
ciality in pediatrics in 1987, and in 1990 founded
the Montreal Children’s Hospital asthma centre.

Around the same time, he trademarked his new
identity: Dr. Paul. In his studio, under contract
with pharmaceutical companies, he started pro-
ducing videos, cassettes and CD-ROMs: on asth-
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Nicholas Steinmetz, a family friend
mismmadtamdwﬂhmmm.s).

“What he’s doing is not totally new in North
America, but we haven't had much in Canada,
and nothing much in Montreal,” said Steinmetz,
a keen fan of multimedia in medicine.

“And here’s a guy who has some knowledge
about medicine, because he’s a doctor, and he's
been interested in the use of the media, and he
has a capacity to make thing understandable to
people.”

It adds up to a real resource for patients - not
just Montrealers, but people across the world,
Steinmetz said. “T think what he’s starting todo is
going to be very helpful to the population.”

Roumeliotis calls it his “vision” - to supply par-
ents with all the information they need to live
more serenely “I'm a doctor, and I know what par-
ents want to know,” he said.

He’s also a father He and his wife, Diana, an ex-
respiratory therapist, have two children: a 12-
year-old daughter and 8-year-old son. They've ap-
peared in his videos.

“You know what my philosophy is? Knowledge
is comfort. It allows you to better enjoy your kids.
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The doctor will see you now.

PETER MARTIN, GAZETTE

Dr. Paul Roulnel.iortis isone wmad physician.

[3 Q ay
I ymrewomed,rtsnomn" x i
As a pediatrician, he’s trained to communicate.
“Pediatrics is medicine by proxy,”. he said.
“You're talking to the parent, not to the baby or
the child. And inherent in that is the ability to
e

Hepracﬂcesatahmldinicomeaweek'!‘he
rest of the time he talks to the cyberworld. “My

‘message gets to hundreds of thousands of pa-

tients now, lmteadofjnst us beingon&on-one.
And they love me.” .

From Tel Aviv to Corner Bmok he gets E-mail
from everyone. He doesn’t respond individually,
but chiurns out daily tips and weekly Dr. Paul
columns on his site, ul.com.

He doesn’t do any online diagnosis. He doesn’t
believe in it, and besides, the malpractice-insur-
ance premiums would be prohibitive. “What I do
wmpliemmtspa:ents'mdkmledumﬁon,mtre-

Roumeliotis believes people these days are hun-
gry for information. -

“The health-care consumer has changed: peo-
ple want to hear more about their disease. They

nications at McGill University’s medical faculty.

Dr Paul only sees busy days ahead.

“A lot of physicians I know, people come to
them with 30, 40 pages of printouts from Internet
sites. It’s a reflection of the zeal people have now.
And me, 'mright inthe middleof it.” -

Jeff’ Heinrich



